




1





2





 
 

From:	Reveley	IV,	Taylor	
Sent:	Thursday,	September	6,	2018	12:19	PM	
To:	BOV	
Subject:	Longwood	BOV	Meeting 
  
Friends,	
	
We’re	looking	forward	to	seeing	you	next	week,	and	Kay	will	be	distributing	your	briefing	
materials	electronically	and	in	hard	copy	by	overnight	delivery.	
	
As	we	move	through	the	beginning	of	this	new	school	year,	campus	truly	is	alive	with	
progress.		The	Weyanoke	is	in	full	cry.		The	Upchurch	University	Center	is	almost	there.		And	the	
Civitae	Core	Curriculum	is	welcoming	a	particularly	strong	class	of	freshmen.		The	endowment	
held	by	the	Longwood	University	Foundation	also	is	within	striking	distance	of	the	milestone	of	
$100M	in	total	assets,	perhaps	as	soon	as	this	year.	
	
In	a	divided	time	nationally,	our	community	will	also	come	together	next	Friday	over	the	days	of	
the	BOV	meeting	to	dedicate	the	new	monument	created	by	the	University	across	from	the	
Rotunda,	which	celebrates	Farmville’s	role	as	a	crossroads	of	history.	
	
And	in	this	divided	time	nationally,	higher	education	is	certainly	under	intense	scrutiny.		In	that	
regard,	your	briefing	materials	will	include	an	insightful	(and	on	balance	encouraging)	report	
from	the	higher	education	association	AAC&U	concerning	employers’	current	impressions	of	
colleges	and	universities.		Similarly,	these	challenging	times	also	make	Longwood’s	progress	all	
the	more	notable.	
	
Lastly,	the	key	to	momentum	of	course	is	to	always	keep	thinking	ahead.		Among	the	items	for	
focused	prospective	thought	next	week	is	Hull	Springs	Farm.		We’ll	spend	Saturday	morning’s	
session	discussing	plans	and	ideas	regarding	Hull	Springs,	which	is	a	great	gem	for	Longwood.	
	
Thanks,	as	always	---	and	see	you	soon,	
Taylor	
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H u l l  S p r i n g s ,  a  6 6 2 - a c r e  p r o p e r y  i n  w e s t m o r e l a n d  c o u n t y , 
is an important part of Longwood’s educational offerings. Located less than 2 miles from the 
Chesapeake Bay, Hull Springs is situated between two tidal tributaries to the Potomac River. With 
152 acres in wetlands and nutrient bank development, 8,400 feet of shoreline, and 400 acres of 
established forest, it is an excellent environmental demonstration site for students, researchers 
and the local community. 

Mary Farley Ames Lee, a 1938 Longwood graduate, bequeathed the property to the Longwood 
University Foundation to “…be used for the purposes of agriculture, archaeology, forestry and 
education and for natural resource conservation.” 



T o  m a n a g e  a n d  d e v e l o p  H u l l  S p r i n g s 
as a compelling model of conservation and stewardship 
to educate the students of Longwood University, other 
institutions and the greater community about their roles in 
creating a more sustainable planet.

•  Create a model of conservation and demonstration site 
for best-management land- and water-use practices 
using the significant resources at Hull Springs.

•  Coordinate, develop and deliver educational programs 
using the unique features at Hull Springs in the context of 
a model of conservation to educate many constituencies 
about sustainable land and water management and 
stewardship.

•   Provide adequate facilities and support for undergraduate 
research, a scholar in residence program and projects 
undertaken by other members of the conservation 
research community.

•  Be a model by using green design and construction 
principles that can be reasonably replicated by the public 
when renovating existing buildings and constructing new 
facilities.

•  Participate as an active, good institutional citizen of the 
Northern Neck, the Commonwealth of Virginia and the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed.

U



H u l l  S p r i n g s  o f f e r s  662 acres  
of  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  featuring 

8,400 feet  
of s h o r e l i n e 

used for an award-winning “Living Shoreline” erosion 
control and habitat research project

400 year old  
s o u t h e r n  r e d  o a k 

Borings indicate the tree is circa 1595 A.D.

457 acres  
of f o r e s t  h a b i t a t s 

including pine, hardwood, bottomland and  
wetland hardwoods

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s 
both prehistoric and historic, dating back to the 

presence of Native American Indians 3,800 years ago

f i s h e r y  and r i v e r  b o t t o m  resources

A wide range of outdoor “classrooms” providing  

e d u c a t i o n  through e x p e r i e n c e 

152 acres  
of w e t l a n d s 

with vital habitats for the Chesapeake Bay  
watershed and riparian lands

U

U

7,466 linear feet of s t r e a m  r e s t o r a t i o n 



S t u d e n t s  i n  L o n g w o o d  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s archaeology, 
anthropology, biology, botany, ecology, mammalogy and ornithology courses 
have gained valuable hands-on experience during extended field trips and 
research endeavors on the property. Established in 2013, the integrated 
environmental sciences major directly connects Hull Springs with course work. 

The university’s academic strategic plan supports interdisciplinary education, 
giving students in all majors the opportunity to engage in environmental 
stewardship and sustainability education on the property.

Local and regional K-12 school systems and community groups, as well as other 
colleges and universities, utilize the property for educational and meeting 
purposes. Faculty and undergraduate and graduate students from Longwood, 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science (College of William and Mary), Virginia 
Tech and Virginia Commonwealth University have researched bird and bat 
populations, nesting patterns, water quality, archaeology sites, prevention of 
shoreline erosion, wetland restoration, forest management to enhance micro-
environments and the dynamics of tidal creeks.

Longwood has a vision for creating a Center for Excellence in Environmental 
Education (CE3). CE3 will serve as a framework for unifying key Longwood 
programs and for coordinating broader environmental education in the 
Commonwealth — on the campus of Longwood, in K-12 classrooms and in 
the primary communities served by Longwood, as well as a broad area touched 
by the Chesapeake Bay.





“H U L L  S P R I N G S  I S  A  B E A U T I F U L 
P L A T F O R M  for the further development of 
Longwood’s academic  and research mission; in 
addition, it will have a transformational impact 
on the Westmoreland community and the entire 
Northern Neck of Virginia.”

— W I L L I A M  W A L S H ,  Chair, Longwood Real Estate Foundation

“L O N G W O O D  faculty and students can 
conduct research—pre- and post-construction—
of hundreds of acres of wetlands for years to 
come. I don’t know of any other institution that 
can offer permanent access in the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed for this kind of critical environmental 
research.”

— D R .  M A R K  L .  F I N K ,  Chair, Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences, Longwood University



H u l l  S p r i n g s  i s  p o i s e d  t o  b e  a  m o d e l  o f  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y , dedicated 
to demonstrating the many ways to use low-impact design to enhance and sustain our environment. 
Through the implementation of good land and water stewardship practices and green design and 
construction, Hull Springs will be an example of reducing human impact on air and water quality, 
rivers, estuaries, coasts, the Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. 

Since 2016, more than 152 acres of wetlands, 38 acres of riparian forest, and 7,466 linear feet 
of stream have been restored, enhanced and preserved at Hull Springs. Additionally, 57 acres of 
farm field have been planted with trees to convert the fields into forests. These activities improve 
water quality, expand wildlife habitat, and enhance ecosystem biodiversity. The projects function 
as a Mitigation Bank and a Nutrient Bank, which generate credits that can be purchased by land 
development entities to offset their wetland and stream impacts within the watershed. Ecosystem 
restoration and preservation allows the Hull Springs property to be more economically sustainable, 
while being a good steward of the Chespeake Bay.





“I N  T H E  2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y , businesses 
and institutions alike will be mindful of the 
environment. Hull Springs integrates so 
much of Longwood’s academic mission and 
its interdisciplinary studies, while offering 
business a way to engage with the university in a 
beautiful setting where minds are focused on the 
environment.”

— P R E S I D E N T  W .  T A Y L O R  R E V E L E Y  I V ,  Longwood University



f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n
longwood.edu/hullspringsfarm

434.395.4987
hullspringsfarm@longwood.edu 

Longwood University Hull Springs
645 Hull Springs Farm Road  

Montross, VA  22520
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